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VA Boston Remains Committed to Preventing Veteran Suicide

BOSTON — Preventing Veteran suicide remains a top priority for the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs and for VA Boston Healthcare System. VA Boston has adopted a public health approach to
suicide prevention, so that wherever Veterans receive their care a well-trained provider is able to offer
mental health support. This healthcare approach allows for the collaboration of prevention efforts with
Veteran Service Organizations, state and local leaders, medical professionals, criminal justice officials,
private employers and many other stakeholders.

VA Boston’s outpatient mental health services can be found at all three major campuses and our five
community-based outpatient clinics. These services include; general mental health care, specialty mental
health care (i.e. suicide prevention), mood and anxiety disorders, posttraumatic stress disorder, substance
use disorders, geriatric mental health, women’s stress disorders, and mental health care for returning
Veterans. The general and specialty mental health care services offered allows VA Boston to care for
approximately 13,000 Veterans on an outpatient basis per year.

VA’s suicide prevention efforts are guided by the National Strategy for Preventing Veteran Suicide, a
long-term plan published in June 2018 that provides a framework for identifying priorities, organizing
efforts, and focusing national attention and community resources to prevent suicide among Veterans
while adopting a broad public health approach with an emphasis on comprehensive, community-based
engagement.

Suicide prevention specialists at VA Boston are available to educate community members on the ongoing
efforts being made to reduced Veteran suicide in the Boston area.

To schedule an interview in person or by phone or for more information regarding these efforts and
services please contact the public affairs office.
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Public Affairs Officer Pallas Wahl, pallas.wahl@va.gov , O: 857-203-5879, C: 857-321-3047
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