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“Your interest and participation is the strength of this bulletin.” 

****************************Welcome Home and Thank You for Your Service**************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Month’s Photo:    
 
Features SSG Gordon. This photo of        
Gordon was taken by a fellow medic as    
Gordon stitches up a soldier at a Coalition 
Camp Near Baghdad, Iraq, 2004.   

 
As always, keep the submissions and       
pictures coming.  Thank you for your           
interest and submissions.  Have a  
spectacular New Year.  
  
                Anthony Falvey  

This monthly bulletin is published courtesy of the Latest Generation Committee.  Its purpose is to show support for  returning OEF/OIF 
Veterans among Employees, their Families and Friends.  If you would like to submit (info/photos/etc.) or have a question/concern send 

an e−mail to: Anthony.Falvey@VA.gov   
Visit the VA BHS at www.boston.va.gov   

Photo of the Month: 
I welcome what you believe  
is a great photo. There will 
be a vote on the best photo from the 
past year.  I look forward to 
receiving your photo.    
 
 

Before sending a photo: 
Please contact me for  
photo requirements and  
specifications.  

January 2010 

WWII Veteran shares a New Year’s Resolution Story: 
Raymond "Ray" Butler and his family were looking forward to a time to travel across the U.S. for a       
family vacation.  When his family had the opportunity, it did not go as well as he envisioned.  "The     
major problem was the choice of transportation," he laughed.  "Relying on a station−wagon and having 
to either camp−out or find a hotel wasn’t exactly good family fun."   The family reached Lawton, OK     
and decided to return to MA.  A friend who worked with Ray mentioned that he might have the solution 
for  the next vacation to reach the West Coast: an RV.  As the start of a New Year was approaching,  
Ray made his New Year’s Resolution to his family:  An improved trip across the U.S. abroad his          
friend’s (borrowed) RV! "At first, my kids were like− no way...been there, done that.  But then my kids  
and my wife were very impressed with the RV and all of us were anticipating in the journey." The journey was                 
spectacular and it created hundreds of photos, home movies and stories.  "By far the best New Year’s Resolution I ever 
made," smiled  Ray.   

"Ray" Butler  

Everyone Knows a Servicemember/Veteran  
 
 
I came to know Staff 
Sergeant Mark Gordon during 
our service in Iraq.  SSG 
Gordon continues to serve 
with the Massachusetts Army 
National Guard  as a Medical 
Instructor. SSG Gordon 
states that he is very proud of 
his service and honored to be 
a member of the MA ARNG.  
 
Who’s a servicemember or 
Veteran that you know? 

 

An OEF Vet recently asked me, "What is VONAPP?" 
 

"The VONAPP (Veterans On Line Applications) website is an offi− 
cial U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)  website, which ena−
bles veterans to apply for benefits using the Internet. This site can 
be used to apply for compensation, pension, vocational rehabilita− 
tion, and education benefits as follows: U.S. military, Veterans and 
some service members within six months of separation or retire− 
ment can apply for compensation, pension,  and vocational reha− 
bilitation benefits using VONAPP. U.S. military veterans,  service 
members with two years of service, members of the Selected       
Reserve, and spouses/dependents of a "service connected" disa−
bled or deceased veteran can apply for education benefits using             
VONAPP. VONAPP also has a link to VA Form 10−10EZ, Applica− 
tion  for Health Benefits. Go to http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp
/about_vonapp.asp to find all information regarding VONAPP, how 
it works, when and how it can be used, etc." 

SSG Gordon at Baghdad  International 
 Airport,  summer, 2004.   

mailto:Anthony.Falvey@VA.gov�
http://www.boston.va.gov�
http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/about_vonapp.asp�
http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/about_vonapp.asp�
http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/about_vonapp.asp�
http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/about_vonapp.asp�

